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cession starts, a lamb is killed in front of the karagam.
The throat is first cut, and then the head cut off and
the blood collected in a new earthen pot filled with
boiled rice. The pot is put in a frame of ropes and
taken by a pujari to a stone, about four feet high,
called ellai-kal (i.e. boundary-stone), planted in the
ground some three hundred yards off. A crowd of
villagers run after him with wild yells, but no tom-
toms or pipes are played. When he comes to the
boundary-stone, he runs round it thrice, and the third
time throws the pot over his shoulder behind him on to
another smaller stone, about two feet high and some
five or six feet in circumference, which stands at the
foot of the ellai-kal. The earthen pot is dashed to
pieces and the rice and blood scatter over the two stones
and all around them. The pujari then runs quickly
back to the booth, where the karagam stands, without
looking behind him, followed by the crowd in dead
silence. The man who carries the pot is supposed to
be possessed by Kurambai, and is in a frantic state as
he runs to the boundary-stone, and has to be held up by
some of the crowd, to prevent his falling to the ground.
The pouring out of the rice and blood is regarded as a
propitiation of an evil spirit residing in the boundary-
stone, called Ellai-Karuppu, and of all the evil and
malignant spirits of the neighbourhood, who are his
attendants. W^en the Pujari gets back to the booth,
he prostrates himself before the karagam, and all the
people do the same. Then they go to bathe in the
neighbouring tank, and afterwards return to the booth,
when another lamb is sacrificed, and the procession
starts off through the village.
In the evening of the same day a pig, a sheep, and
a cock are bought from the funds of the shrine, and
taken to the shrine itself, which stands outside the
village. There they are killed in front of a stone image
of Madurai-Viran, which stands in a separate little
shrine in front of that of Kurumbai. A large quantity
of rice is boiled inside the walls of the compound, and
then the flesh of the three animals is cooked and made